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Scaling- Have you thought about senior cycle 
subjects?



Learning Objectives

• To gain an understanding of the different subjects in senior 
cycle. 

• To narrow down what subjects you would like to keep on.

• Gain an understanding of what subjects are needed for 
particular course/careers



Things to Consider

Leaving Cert Subject Choice

































Courses that need a science subject

SCIENCE

ENGINEERING

MEDICINE

DENTISTRY

VETERINARY*

PHARMACY*

PHYSIOTHERAPY

RADIOGRAPHY

NURSING

ARCHITECTURE

OCCUP. THERAPY

SPEECH THERAPY

SPORTS SCIENCE

MED LAB SCIENCE

DIETETICS*

OPTOMETRY

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

INFO. TECHNOLOGY



Some of these courses need two science subject

These must be checked on an individual basis





















This is an extra subject in this school

















A Practical 







Classical Studies
Course Content  

4 Topics on Greece and Rome, each worth 20%. There is a 
Research Project also worth 20% - students choose their own 
title.

From 2021 Classical Studies will be a new course.

Students study the following about ancient Greece and Rome:
Religion, worship, art, artefacts, entertainments, stories,
mythology, drama, Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar.

___________________________________________________

Possible Careers

Journalism, Research, Library Studies, Tourism, Broadcasting,
Lecturing, Primary and Second Level Teaching, Film Studies.

__________________________________________________

Useful Information

Students learn to read primary sources, look at art and artefacts
from ancient Greece and Rome. Learning Skills include:
evaluation, analysing, arguing, reflecting and forming opinions.
Students will also develop good essay writing skill in this
subject.



20 % Coursework



Computer science

NCCA Curriculum Online 
Computer Science

https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Computer-Science/


Leaving Cert Physical Education
Requirements An interest in physical activity and sport in a wider context than just your normal PE lessons

The discipline and motivation to participate in a different physical activities
A strong willingness to learn how to use IT and relevant applications
The ability to work independently and meet coursework deadlines and 

Course 
Content

• Assessment is 50% Written Exam & 50% Coursework (2 pieces)
• Approximately 100 Learning Intentions

• Topic 1 : Learning & Improving skill and technique, Physical and Psychological demands, 
Structures and strategies, Planning for Optimum Performance

• Topic 2: Promoting Physical Activity, Ethics and Fair Play + 2 of the following – physical 
activity and Inclusion, Technology and Media, Gender and Physical Activity, Business and 
Enterprise

• At least 3 out 5 of your weekly lessons will be classroom based

Career 
Possibilities

PE Teacher, Sports Journalist, Sports development officer, Sports Scientist, Professional Coach, 
Sports Analyst, Sports psychologist

Useful 
information 

It is NOTHING like your Core PE lessons that you have in 1st-3rd year
You need to become very familiar with certain IT programmes in order to successfully complete 
your coursework. 



French

Requirements Having done French for Junior 
Cert will be an advantage. 

Course Content Higher Level: Oral 25%; Aural 
20%; Writing 25%; Reading 
30%
Ordinary Level: Oral 20%; Aural 
25%; Writing 15%; Reading 
40%

Career Possibilities Working in a French speaking 
country; teaching; translator; 
interpreter; tourism; foreign 
marketing; hotel and catering



German





Leaving Certificate Subjects

• Students complete 7 subjects

• The 6 subjects with the highest points are counted towards the CAO





New Points System 



Students should 

• Focus on what you enjoy 

• Consider the subjects you are good and subjects you have 
not studied before but you may wish to take up in senior 
cycle 

• Take note of course requirements 

• A varied combination that keeps your options open if you are 
uncertain of your career choice

• Talk to friends or students who are studying these subjects

• Talk to teachers of the subjects you are hoping to do





Senior Cycle Subject Choice: 

• Useful link for students to see what subjects are needed for certain 
courses: 

• http://www.qualifax.ie/index.php?option=com_content&view=article
&id=592:minimum-subject-requirements&catid=82:features-content

http://www.qualifax.ie/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=592:minimum-subject-requirements&catid=82:features-content


Scaling

How are you feeling about your subject options ? 

Write your name on a post it on the way out? 


