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21st August 2020.

Dear Parents/ Guardians,
I hope you had some time to relax over the summer. The purpose of this letter is to update you on the reopening of Coolmine Community School during this pandemic. 
Attached please find an Information Document for Parents / Guardians with practical details relating to COVID-19.  This is a reference document that explains the steps we are taking to promote the safety of all in our community. All details are provisional and may change subject to DES / HSE guidance. This follows from our COVID Response plan which will be available on the school website 
As you are aware, we have been working through the logistics of preparing the school for the return of all students, while maintaining physical distancing and safety protocols as outlined in DES Roadmap for Re-opening Schools.
Due to the capacity of our classrooms and following the DES guidelines, some students while in school will learn remotely in a separate area from their classmates. This will occur on a rotational basis. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are currently reconfiguring the school malls for use as classrooms. Building work is ongoing to facilitate this. As a result some students will have a blended learning experience* during September.
We now have a provisional timetable up to the 18th September 2020. This may be subject to change.

Week beginning 31st August
Each year group will receive Covid-19 training as follows. Each student must attend his / her training.
6th Years only		Monday 31st August 2020
5th Years only		Wednesday 2nd September 2020.
TY students			Tuesday 1st September 2020
3rd Years 			Tuesday 1st September 2020
2nd Years only		Thursday 3rd September 2020
1st Years only		Friday 4th September 2020.
Further details regarding the above will follow.





7th September 2020-18th September 2020
6th Years			Full return to in-school directed learning
5th Years	A mix of blended learning which will mean attendance at school every second day for each 5th year student. Full schedule will be given to the student at Induction.
LCA	Full return to in-school directed learning
TY	Full return to in-school directed learning
3rd Years	Full return to in-school directed learning
2nd Years 	A mix of blended learning which will mean attendance at school every second day for each 2nd year student. Full schedule will be given to the student at Induction.
1st Years 	Full return
This plan will be under constant review and further guidance will be given before the 18th September 2020. We are committed to promoting wellbeing and enabling learning for all during this time. We appreciate your support and co-operation as we all try to reduce the risk of spread of COVID-19 and return to school safely. 
I hope you and your family members stay well and safe.
Yours sincerely,
[image: ]
Patricia McPhillips.
Principal.

 *Blended learning is a mix of traditional in-school learning combined with online, self-directed learning supported and directed by the teacher.
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