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Wishing You A Very Merry Christmas 

Newsletter of Coolmine Community School Parents’ Association                Dec 2022  

I am writing this on the Sunday before Christmas and I wonder if I 

will have all the preparations completed in time for next Sunday, 

Christmas day. No doubt, it is the same in every household up and 

down the country. 

I attended a carol service earlier today and I was thinking that this 

can be both a sad and happy time for families. The Coolmine Family 

were in my thoughts, I was thinking of families who have found this 

year challenging and/or suffered loss. At the same time, I was 

reminded that there is joy in many of our families – the latest joy is a 

set of twins born this week. Whatever your family situation, I want 

you to know that as part of the Coolmine family you have our 

thoughts and support. 

For me as Principal it has been one of the most challenging school 

years ever. As you all know this has been due to the difficulty in 

recruiting teachers. We have also been faced with a challenging 

amount of illness. In the middle of it all it was gratifying to 

experience the practical support offered by Parents and the wider 

community. It was also heart-warming to experience the 

understanding extended by students and parents as we worked 

hard to solve each new challenge. In school daily, I was reminded of 

the power of working together and the possibilities that emerge as a 

result. I want to say a heart felt thank you to Parents, Staff and 

Students for all your patience, understanding and assistance.  

On a separate note, it is uplifting to see this edition of Parents News 

and all thanks is due to the editorial team for their commitment to 

the production of this newsletter for us all. 

As the year draws to a close, we look forward to some key 

celebrations in 2023 to mark the 50th Anniversary of the opening of 

the school. We will start our celebrations with our Memorial 

Ceremony on 22nd January 2023 at 3pm. This will be an 

opportunity for us to come together to remember those who have 

died who walked the corridors of Coolmine. We hope it will be a 

comfort to remember them together.  

In the meantime, I would like to wish each Coolmine family joy, 

peace, and relaxation over the Christmas period and a healthy and 

happy 2023 ahead. 

 

Every good wish, 
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Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. Sincere thanks to 

the whole school community for your continued support. To our School Principal, 

Deputy Principals, Teachers, Office staff, Caretakers, Students and Parents, you are 

all very much appreciated and we could not do what we do without you. 

Welcome to our new Committee members that were voted in at our AGM. We look 

forward to working together for many years to come. We also said goodbye to several 

long-serving Committee members. Thanks so much for your commitment and hard 

work over the years. 

The Parents’ Association is involved in many aspects of school life. One of our biggest 

achievements is the smooth running of the Book Rental Scheme. It is a massive 

undertaking to provide books for first, second and third years. It is a huge credit to the 

parents who volunteer their valuable time to get this over the line every year. Our work 

is also focused on Uniform, Debs Ball, Newsletter and Talks for Parents. 

All parents and guardians are automatically members of the Parents’ Association. We 

need more parents to get involved with Committee Work. Our aim is to support the 

school and, ultimately, help students and parents. We are a small but friendly group 

that meet on the first Monday of each month. You can contact us directly by email 

coolmineparents@gmail.com.  Please come along to a committee meeting to learn 

more. You can attend online or in-person. As the Irish proverb says “Ní neart go cur le 

chéile” (There is strength in unity)!  

Special thanks to editorial team for the hard work in putting together this newsletter, 

none of which could be done without the valuable assistance of Ms Manek. We hope 

you enjoy the read and don’t forget to enter the crossword Competition! 

Nollaig shona daoibh, 

 

Mary Conneely 

Chairperson 

Seasons Greetings from the PA 
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Coolmine Running Club by Jamie Lawlor 

The Coolmine running club caters for students of all abilities and levels. It takes place every 

Wednesday after school. The students who have joined have noticed a gradual 

improvement each time they run. They have found that they feel better after exercising and 

are more focused when completing their homework after they have exercised. 

Christmas Cards to Spain 
By Maria McGrane 

Second year students have written and 

sent over fifty Christmas cards to their 

pen pals in Spain.  The cards were 

written in Spanish by our Coolminers 

with an additional short greeting in 

another language, chosen by our pupils.   

 

The cards will arrive just in time for 

Christmas and our students are eagerly 

awaiting a letter by return post. 

 

In class this week, our students of 

Spanish will learn about typical 

traditions and celebrations which take 

place around Spain during Christmas 

and New Year’s Eve.  It’s a great time 

to give the grammar a rest and explore 

the culture.  A whole range of new 

vocabulary will be learned, the most 

important of course is ‘Feliz Navidad!’ 

¡Feliz Navidad y próspero año nuevo a 

todos! 

Spanish Pen Pals  
by David Ryan 

European Languages Poster 

Competition 
by John Gleeson and Catherine Cullen 
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TY Christmas Fair by Julie Gill 

The Transition Year mini companies Christmas fair was held in the library and the amount of 

time and effort each of the students put into their businesses was evident throughout the 

day. There was a variety of customers, ranging from 5th class pupils of Scoil Oilibhéir & St 

Francis Xavier's to our own teachers taking an interest in every unique display. Sales were 

swift at  "Fiesta Jewel's", "Kohai Candles", "Aura", "Sincere Stitches" and "Country 

Creations”. My own company "Country Creations" completely sold out our products before 

the end of the day which has given my co-owners and I hope for the future.  

Parents’ Action Group by Andrea Fitzpatrick 

The Coolmine Community School Parents Action Group was set up by a group of concerned 

parents, teachers, past pupils and members of the Blanchardstown / Castleknock / Clonsilla 

community in response to the teacher shortage crisis which has impacted Coolmine 

Community School this school term. The teacher shortage has resulted in the loss of 

Woodwork, Metalwork and Graphics for 1st & 2nd year students with the inability to fill these 

posts. School management, in particular principal Mrs. Phillips, have gone above and 

beyond in their search for teachers with all avenues being explored. Their openness and 

honesty throughout this crisis has been applauded by parents, union reps and local 

councillors – a glowing reference for Coolmine! 

 

Online Zoom meetings were held on 14th November and 5th December, both attended by 

our local Ministers, Councillors, General Secretaries of ASTI/TUI unions, education 

stakeholders and parents during which grass root demands / solutions were presented to 

Government.  

 

Over the course of this campaign, our plight gained momentum with many media outlets 

taking note and prompting other schools to speak up. Both TUI & ASTI General Secretaries 

also brought forward our solutions / demands to Minister Foley. In the New Year, we intend 

to widen our campaign and continue to press Government for real action. Updates will be 

posted on our Facebook page Coolmine Community School Parents Action Group. 

 

Many thanks for your support to date! 
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Boys Football by Ryan Deegan 

The first term of school football has been completed and despite the hard work and 

determination of the players results have not gone Coolmine’s way so far this year.  

After last year’s fantastic performances on the way to a title win, this year’s u19s have been 

unsuccessful in their attempts to win back to back leagues. The u19s finished their 

campaign winless but represented the school brilliantly on all occasions. 

This year’s u17s have had some excellent performances but are yet to get their first win of 

the season. They will be entered into the u17s Shield after failing to get past the first round 

of the cup so hopefully they can get a cup run going in the new year. 

This year’s u15s have come up against some tough opposition and have been unlucky not 

to get all 3 points on several occasions. Although results have not gone their way, the future 

is bright for this group of players as they are beginning to match fantastic individual 

performances with great team spirit. Like the u17s, the u15s also have another opportunity 

at silverware as they have been entered into the u15s Shield. 

The first years this year have really shown themselves to be team players. Although they 

have only played a couple games together so far this year it is clear to see that there is a 

solid foundation to build on as they grow as a team.  

Although the wins have not come just yet, Mr Deegan, Mr Lawlor, Mr Greene and Mr Owens 

would like to thank all the players for their continued commitment to the school team. They 

have proved themselves to be responsible and hardworking young men and have 

represented the school brilliantly so far this year! 

The Crocus Project by Ian Kinlon 

In October Mr. Kinlon’s 3rd year history students took part in the Crocus Project. The Crocus 

Project is an Irish initiative in which school pupils plant yellow crocus bulbs in memory of the 

1.5 million Jewish children who died in the Holocaust.  

5 
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Hi my name is Glen Phelan, I’m in Transition Year, and from the 21st to the 25th of November last I 

was fortunate enough to take part in the Irish Defence Forces TY programme. It took place in Cathal 

Brugha barracks in Rathmines and was on from 8:45am until 4:15pm daily. 

On day 1 we were instructed to go to the mess hall where we met the Sergeant, Second Lieutenant 

and Private who would be showing us around during the week. We were divided into 2 groups. My 

group was brought over to the military museum in the barracks where we learned about the history of 

the barracks, the man Cathal Brugha himself, and we even got to see the third death mask of 

Michael Collins.  

After lunch we were brought to the gym where we were given a weapons display of all the different 

weapon systems used by the Irish Defence Forces; from standard Steyr rifles to a 50 calibre heavy 

machine gun. Next we were shown some of the vehicles used by the 2nd Cavalry Squadron 

including the 8 wheel all terrain Mowag armoured vehicle, with remote weapon stations. We were 

allowed to sit in the Mowag and operate its remote weapon system and wear the crew helmets.  

On day 2 we did PT (physical training) in the barracks gym. After this we had a few lectures. One 

lecture was on SERE training (Survival, Evade capture, Resist interrogation, Escape). Later we did 

some basic foot-drill. This involved basic movements such as standing to attention, standing at ease 

and marching. After foot-drill we did some basic unarmed combat, before finishing up for the day. 

On day 3 we were given a display by the EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) unit also known as the 

‘bomb squad’. They spoke to us about all the different explosives they deal with, in Ireland and 

overseas, such as homemade bombs, improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and even fireworks. We 

also got to see the bomb suits they wear, the robots they use and the trucks they use to store and 

remotely operate the robots from. The day was  finished off with basic map reading and how to use a 

compass. 

We went on a 12km hike in Glendalough on day four. It was a great hike, and the view was pretty 

incredible. A few participants slipped and got wet but other than that it was lots of fun and I enjoyed it 

more than I thought I would. 

Defence Forces TY Programme by Glen Phelan 

On the final day of the programme we did the basic Defence 

Forces fitness test out on the barracks square. The Sergeant who 

was with us for the week was a sniper and he showed us all the 

equipment a sniper would need from his rifle to his laser range 

finder, night vision and binoculars. We then had some lunch 

before finishing the day off with some lectures. We were given 

one final lecture by the 2nd Brigade’s Sergeant Major. He spoke 

to us about his time in the army and what it means to wear the 

uniform and serve your country. He then thanked us for taking 

part in the programme and that finished my week of work 

experience with the Defence forces. I thoroughly enjoyed it. The 

days were long but flew in as we were doing and experiencing so 

much. I highly recommend any TY students that get the 

opportunity to apply or partake to do so. The staff that looked after 

us and gave us lectures were very professional and a big thank 

you to them as they have a really busy schedule. 
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6th Year LCA recently organised the St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Food Appeal. Once 

again our school community was extremely generous and many thanks to all those staff, 

students and parents who contributed. All of the food donations go to families in our local 

area. Well done to the 6th year LCA group, Mr. Kinlon, and Mrs. Van Veen for the 

successful food appeal. Also, many thanks in advance to Mr. Tully and the First year group 

who are contributing the proceeds of their First year 'Sing-along' to St. Vincent de Paul.  

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Food Appeal 
By Ian Kinlon 
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Transition Year Classical Studies 
By Maria Tully 

The TY Classical Studies group ventured out to UCD this 

term to visit the Classical Studies Museum. The museum 

is the only one dedicated fully to artefacts and displays 

from the Classical world in Ireland. Students toured the 

museum with Professor Martin, the Museum curator and  

also handled real artefacts from the ancient world. 
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College Awareness Week by Paddy Kennedy 

Comhairle na nÓg 
Three fantastic student council members attended Fingal Comhairle na nÓg’s AGM on the 

22nd November 2022 in The Carnegie Court Hotel, Swords. They spent a full day 

discussing topical issues for students with pupils from all over Fingal. Some of these topics 

included the environment, living sustainably, discrimination, education and the importance 

of having your voice heard. These students thoroughly enjoyed the day and it has further 

enhanced their interest in democracy and the entire democratic process. 
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We have 30 students involved this year and they have been working hard to make this 

world a better place. Following a meeting with Lizzy Noone from WorldWise Global Schools 

in October the students were inspired and have given their own time to developing their 

projects.  

 

One group are promoting composting. Last year this group built a compost bin in the school 

garden and they currently operate a timetable where they collect waste food from Elaine in 

the Canteen. However, they now want the students to actively engage in composting. They 

prepared the following slides so that students understand what is needed. They are in 

discussions with the caretakers as to the type of bin and where it will be placed. They are 

asking Caomhnóirí to help them explain their message.  

Global Citizenship by Ms O’Hora 

9 
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Global Citizenship by Ms O’Hora 

Our next group want students to use the 

bins properly in the classroom. They are 

currently surveying the students about 

recycling using the following QR code. 

Celebrating 50 Years by Anna Siecinska 
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Dance Club by Lauren Masterson 

Dance Club took a trip out to the RDS to attend Perform Festival at the end of November. 

They got to take part in dance, drama and singing workshops with industry leading 

professionals from Ireland and abroad. They also got to watch performances from other 

secondary schools and dance colleges around the country. A brilliant day was had by all and 

we look forward to returning next year, hopefully with a performance of our own.  

Friday, November 18th started out as a bright, sunny but cool, crisp day. On arrival, there 

was a celebratory atmosphere created by members of the student council. Dressed in 

vibrant orange t-shirts and jumpers they welcomed both staff and pupils to school with 

balloons, face paints and the promise of a good, fun day ahead. Once students entered the 

building they were greeted by a sea of orange, as positive quotations adorned their lockers, 

placed there the previous evening by student council members. 

Period 1 saw students and staff head off on a leisurely walk around the Millennium Park, 

marked out by student council members dotted around acting as stewards and assisting 

whenever needed. As students returned, bicycle races were being held in the mall with 

prizes donated by the students, the student council, the canteen staff, and Coolmine Leisure 

centre up for grabs. A wonderful bake sale, raffle, and inspirational quote competition were 

held at both breaks. A fantastic atmosphere was created throughout the school. 

Student council members organised and hosted all the activities throughout the entire day. It 

was a day enjoyed by all and Pieta House benefitted from all money raised. 

11 

Schools Go Orange by Carol Parker 
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Student Council by Carol Parker 

Coolmine Community School’s wonderful student council members have had another 

fantastic, productive start to the school year. Whilst some members have finished their 

years in Coolmine and have vacated their council positions, many members have remained 

on, and numerous new members have joined us. These students represent the entire 

student population of Coolmine and work in partnership with school management, staff, and 

parents to enhance the school experience for all. 

They have made an extremely valuable contribution to school life this first term as their 

work has seen the reintroduction of vending machines selling healthy snacks, as well as 

the water fountain enabling students to fill their own water bottles. 

Working in collaboration with the wonderful canteen staff, all students have had the 

opportunity to contribute their ideas to further enhance the canteen for students. Student 

council members distributed surveys to all students to ensure that all voices were heard. As 

a result, changes have been made to the canteen menu and a card payment method was 

introduced enabling easy payment for all. 

As you have been reading, Schools Go Orange was also organised and hosted by the 

student council. This proved to be a very enjoyable, worthwhile experience for all involved. 

We look forward to seeing the students’ positive contribution continue as we start into a 

New Year. 

6th Year German Celebrate Der Nikolaus Tag  
by Eva Kavanagh 

12 
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Coolmine Community School was one of only 20 schools out of 372 schools throughout 

Ireland invited to attend an event in Meta Headquarters in Ballsbridge on 10th November. 

DCU Anti-Bullying Centre supported by Meta, Rethink Ireland, and the Department of 

Education were co-hosting an event to celebrate the achievement of the FUSE Anti- 

Bullying and Online Safety Programme in addition to celebrating UNESCO’s International 

Day against Violence and Bullying at school including Cyber bullying. 

FUSE Anti-Bullying Campaign and Online 

Safety Programme by Laura McMahon 

The event included showcasing work done in schools on Antibullying campaigns and online 

safety. There were talks by representatives from Foróige and Online Creator. Eight third 

year students; Emilija Latvyte, Isaac George, Emilija Rimkute, Shairon De Guzman, Tariq 

Fagan, Miruna Rabasapca, Maya Sarna & Julia Wojtas attended the event with Ms 

McMahon and Ms O Donnell. 
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Cinema Trip for First Years 
The first years, their year head, Mr. O’Reilly, and their English teachers enjoyed a trip to the 

cinema on Wednesday  December 14  to celebrate the successful completion of their first 

term in Coolmine. 
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Stand Up For Awareness Week by Keith Purcell 

The school once again showed its support and awareness for its LGBTI+ community, by 

participating in Belong To Stand Up For Awareness Week. The week was filled with different 

activities everyday, from rainbow straw hide and seek, to name that famous LGBTI+. The 

week ended with a pizza party in the LGBTI+ awareness meeting room. This week was a 

very positive experienced and enjoyed by both students and staff. For more information on 

the LGBTI+ awareness group in the school contact Mr. Purcell at kpurcell@coolminecs.ie. 

For more information on LGBTI+ support groups or Belong To, go 

to www.belongto.org/contact-us/ 

Orienteering by Colm Ward 

In October all Coolmine PE students were 

set the task of completing the school 

orienteering course as quickly and efficiently 

as possible. Over the course of the week 

different students and year groups came up 

with various ways to win. The eventual 

winners were a group from TY (see photo) 

who beat all other students in a time of 24 

minutes. This was a new school record 

beating last years previous time of 27 

minutes. For their efforts they won some 

fresh Krispy Kreme Doughnuts . Well done 

all!  

http://www.belongto.org/contact-us/
http://www.belongto.org/contact-us/
http://www.belongto.org/contact-us/
http://www.belongto.org/contact-us/
http://www.belongto.org/contact-us/
http://www.belongto.org/contact-us/
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Basketball training is every Tuesday after school, and we have strong numbers attending 

the sessions. Both the U16 and U19 Girls' basketball teams won four out of five of their 

group games. Unfortunately, the U16s did not progress onto the quarter finals. 

Girls Basketball by Tara Doddy and Eimear D’Arcy 

The U19s narrowly lost their quarter final play off. Well done to the girls on a brilliant year. 

We wish all of our leaving certificate players all the best in the future. The Second-Year girls 

are also currently training on Tuesdays in preparation for their competition which takes place 

after Christmas. The First-Year girls will commence their training in January. 

Transition Year in Belfast by Julie Gill 

15 
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Girls Junior Soccer season has started. The girls played their first league game against 

Blakestown Community School. A closely contested game that thankfully went the way of 

Coolmine, with a 2-1 win. Some of the girls after the game believed that Coolmine should 

have scored a goal or two more. Well done girls! A football blitz is organised for Monday 

19th December,  with games against Edmond Rice and Castleknock CC. 

Girls Soccer by Keith Purcell 

The Book Bank 

A Star is Born by Laura McMahon 
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Science News 2022 by Jennifer McIntyre 

It has been a very productive, educational, and fun few months for all our Science students. 

Second Year Science students created models of the human digestive system using 

household items such a paper cups and tights and did a wonderful job explaining it to a sixth 

year chemistry class. Our fifth year Biology classes made creative and informative posters 

on food and fungi. 

Two of our fifth year students Shane Traynor and James Prendeville, volunteered at Aonach 

na Nollaig in Scoil Oilibheir. They helped in the Science room demonstrating many 

experiments from DNA extraction to modelling moon craters. Shane and James held the 

young student’s attention and explained the complicated experiments in a clear, fun and 

informative manner. Well done, the science room at Scoil Oilibheir would have been lost 

without you!  

17 

We wanted to bring Science Week to life for the students of Coolmine Community School. 

To achieve this we created a packed schedule of talks and events that not only inspired but 

also challenged them to experience Science in a different way. One of the main objectives 

was to engage all students, and our initiatives brought all years together to collaborate, have 

fun, and learn from each other. 
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Science News 2022 by Jennifer McIntyre 

MONDAY: The first event of the week was the egg-drop challenge which invited students to 

use problem solving, teamwork, and scientific skills to come up with an idea on how to stop 

an egg from breaking as it fell from a height. The students rose to the challenge coming up 

with many creative and some “egg-cellent” ways to stop the egg from meeting a messy end! 

 

TUESDAY: The sky was the limit as students were invited to build a rocket to test Newton's 

Third Law which states that, ‘for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction’. 

Competition was intense to see which rocket could climb the highest reaching a school 

record of close to 30 meters. Watch this “space” NASA! 

 

WEDNESDAY: The school-wide scavenger-hunt went live. A clue at the top of A-Corridor 

kicked things off as students had to decipher clues leading them to the next. From the gym 

to the garden, on to D-corridor, students had to look far and wide. Not all clues were in fixed 

locations though. Science teachers had clues. Tracking them down may have been the most 

challenging part of the hunt! 

 

THURSDAY: Students were invited to make electrical circuits out of lemons, apples and 

potatoes. The aim was to get a light emitting diode (LED) to illuminate and an buzzer to buzz 

using the power of the fruit and veg!  

 

FRIDAY: All students were also invited to enjoy ‘Captivating Chemistry’ in the labs at 

lunchtime, where the chemistry teachers demonstrated the fun-side of chemistry by creating 

‘flaming bubbles’, ‘coco-bombs’, controlled explosions and so much more!  

 

Throughout the entire week: There was a daily “True or False” quiz for all students to try. 

The students had to submit their answers online and a winner announced daily. 1st year 

students completed creative and informative projects on 3D models of plant and animal 

cells. 2nd year students completed informative and captivating posters on elements of the 

periodic table. Our 3rd year students completed interesting and educational projects on Acid 

rain and its impact on the environment and society. A huge thank you to the entire Science 

department for all their hard work to make this year’s Science Week fun, memorable and 

educational. Thanks to all our remarkable senior students for their time and effort behind the 

scenes to inspire and support at all events.  
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Three LC History classes on a trip to Glasnevin Cemetery with their teachers Ms McMahon, 

Ms Daly and Mr Deegan. Students got a chance to hear stories of some of the most well 

know figures in the fight for Irish Independence and see the fantastic O’Connell tower and 

crypt. 

Leaving Cert History Trip to Glasnevin  
by Donna Daly 

Leaving Cert Geography Field Trip to Larch Hill 

LCA Adventures 
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Things have been busy in the Home Economics Department this term. We had a great 

Trick or Treat fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital Foundation. Senior students baked 

treats and raised money and also organised a fun Halloween party that was for the 1st 

Years. All students learned so many new skills and prepared a variety of tasty and 

nutritious dishes. One of the recent big successes was pizza where 2nd Years made their 

own pizza dough which they claimed was so much nicer than commercially-produced 

pizza. The 3rd Years had a mock practical exam where Chilli con Carne, and Spaghetti 

Bolognese - to name but a few - were produced to a very high standard. Each one of them 

demonstrated their culinary skills fantastically well. Before finishing up class for Christmas, 

students undertook to make a variety of baked goods which were sold to raise funds for the 

Laura Lynn foundation. There was a Christmas Jumper Day organised for the same 

purpose. 

Home Economics Round-Up by Karen Quinn 

Boys Basketball by Keith Rooney 
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To be in with a chance of winning one of four €25 Blanchardstown Shopping Centre 

vouchers, simply fill in the crossword puzzle below using the clues provided, put your name 

and class on it and email a photo / scan to coolmineparents@gmail.com.  If you don’t have 

a printer that’s no problem simply write the answers in an email to 

coolmineparents@gmail.com including your name and class. Closing date is 12 noon 

Friday 13 January 2023. Winners drawn at random from correct entries received. 

Crossword Competition 

(English football) 
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