
Parent News 

A Christmas Message From Our Principal 

Newsletter of Coolmine Community School Parents’ Association               December 2017  

At the time of writing, the tree and crib have pride of place and 
we are in the middle of the last week of term. 
  
Last week Santa was in the building and our community care 
students hosted a Christmas party for pre-school children. It was 
touching to see the magical effect of Santa Claus and watch faces 
light up as presents were opened. 
  
This Christmas there has been a lot of thought and support for 
those who are struggling. Staff, students and parents have 
worked hard to support charities doing essential work at this 
time of year. 
In these dark winter days, it is good to have Christmas to give us 
the opportunity to stop and appreciate the people around us. 
  
Throughout this week we will reflect on student achievements 
since September. For the first time, on Wednesday 20th 
December 2017 the new Junior Cycle Achievement Awards will 
be presented to the students who completed Junior Cycle in June 
2017. 
  
In our large Coolmine family, we know that many among us will 
have experienced a challenging year in 2017, while for others it 
will have been a very enriching year.  
  
May each student and family experience joy  
and love at Christmas, and a healthy  
and fulfilling year in 2018. 
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Parents’ Association 
Executive Committee 2017/2018 

• Dermot Kinane (Chair) 

• Dermot O’Mara (Vice Chair) 

• Catherine Dunne & Mary Jennings (Secretary) 

• Evelyn LeNoach (Treasurer) 

• Ray Byrne 

• Jennifer McGarry 

• Karen Curtis 

• Ancelm Hanney 

• Orla McCormack 

• Linda Osborne 

• Aggie Krawczyk 

 

Parents’ Association Christmas Wishes 

Parents’ Association 
Website 

http://www.coolminecs.ie/about-
us/parents-page/ 

Stay tuned for updates 
Call/text the PA on 

086 2216290 
or email 

coolmineparents@gmail.com 

 
 

On behalf of the Parents’ Association (PA), I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
parents/guardians, students and staff of our school a very happy Christmas and New Year in 
2018. 
 

The purpose and aims of the PA are to: 
• facilitate and encourage the participation by parents in the life of the school. 
• safeguard the rights and the legitimate aspirations and interests of parents and students. 
• foster and promote an awareness and knowledge of education and of other issues, related                            
to students among the parents. 
• organise the collective support of the parents for the activities of the school and to 
support and provide assistance to the staff of the school. 
• promote the development of the school as a focus of educational, social and cultural 
activity within the community. 
 

In pursuit of these, the PA plan, organise and deliver a number of functions to assist in 
school life such as the Book Rental Scheme, Uniform Supply, Debutantes’ Ball, Newsletter 
and Talks for parents. 
 

As a parent/guardian of a student(s) in the school, you are automatically a member of the 
PA. At each AGM members of the PA who seek election may form part of the PA Executive 
Committee. This Academic Year’s PA Executive Committee is listed below. 
 

If the PA can be of further assistance to any of its members please let us know by making 
contact  (details below). 
 

Dermot Kinane 
(Chair of the PA) 

http://www.coolminecs.ie/about-us/parents-page/
http://www.coolminecs.ie/about-us/parents-page/
http://www.coolminecs.ie/about-us/parents-page/
http://www.coolminecs.ie/about-us/parents-page/
http://www.coolminecs.ie/about-us/parents-page/


Each year, Coolmine Community School hosts a Christmas Party for 
children who are linked in with Barnardos services. This year, 19 children 
attended the party with their care workers. All the children, the students 
who helped to host the party, the Barnardos care workers and school 
staff, made the event as special as possible for everyone. The high-point 
of the party was the surprise visit by Santa who agreed to have his 
picture taken for this special occasion. Well done to everyone involved in 
making this party a very happy time for everyone.  
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Barnardos Christmas Party 



Since 2000 the Temple Street Children’s University Hospital Foundation 
has been raising funds for the hospital. One of their important goals is to 
help save the lives of critically ill children in Ireland. This year the LCA 
5th year group for the Hotels, Catering and Tourism module organised a 
very successful coffee morning as part of the nationwide Great Irish 
Bake 2017 in aid of Temple Street Children's Hospital and raised €80. 
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5th Year Coffee Morning for Temple Street 

Also as part of this module the LCA 5th years went on a trip to Butlers 
Chocolate factory. Students saw how production happens in Butlers and 
tasted an array of chocolates as well as decorating their own chocolate 
elephant. 



Coolmine Community School recently rolled out a new initiative 
to combat the use of plastic bottles in the community. Reusable 
stainless steel water bottles were purchased through funding 
from Development Education and the school itself. The water 
bottles are being sold to students at a reduced rate and sales 
have exceeded expectations. The bottles include the school logo 
with the quote ‘Every Drop Counts’. The design of the bottle was 
produced by second year student Cathal Barker Berry.  
Apparently, there are enough plastic bottles discarded each year 
to stretch to the moon and back 50 times. Worryingly, to make 
one litre of bottled water it takes a quarter litre of oil and seven 
litres of water. Our school has shown it is a leader when it comes 
to all things sustainable and this plastic-free water bottle 
initiative has received great interest from other schools 
throughout Ireland. 
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Coolmine Pioneers ‘Plastic-Free’ Water Bottle 
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I attended the Debs this year and I have to say I’m so glad I did. Having done Transition Year, this 
night was going to be the last one I experienced with my original year group of 2012 and wow 
did we go out with a bang! 
 

We arrived at the school carpark on the evening of August 26th around 6pm. Everyone looked 
amazing and no two outfits were the same. There was a huge buzz and excitement around the 
students as we took pictures with anyone and everyone with our parents looking on in awe. 
 

Eventually, we were all rounded up when the time came to get on the buses. When we reached 
the Red Cow Hotel the red carpet was laid out and we were all instantly greeted with smiles and 
a glass of champagne (if you had ID to say you were 18 that is!) by the staff of the hotel. I think 
everyone could tell it was going to be a great night. 
 

Following a lovely meal  (I think everyone’s dresses and  waistbands were bursting with the 
amount of food they ate; the Red Cow could not be accused of being mean with their portions) 
we rolled out of our seats and got up for a dance. There was a band first followed by a DJ. 
Throughout the night of laughs, dancing and the occasional Conor McGregor chant (the fight was 
on that night) I couldn’t help but realise how sad it would be not to be seeing everyone next year. 
Everyone knew this, I think, so we made the best out of the night. 
 

Later on, after the band and the DJ had finished, we carried on with the festivities in the 
nightclub downstairs, dancing the night away right up until the Conor McGregor fight was about 
to begin. The management of the Red Cow was kind enough to put on the fight for us just as we 
tucked into our breakfasts which were delicious. Although Conor McGregor lost the fight, I think 
the true legends of that night were the bus drivers who came in and waited until the fight was 
over, even if it meant they would be delayed. 
 

Overall, I have to say the night was AMAZING! You could not fault it. To be honest we owe a big 
thank you to the Debs Committee both in the school and in the Parents’ Association and the 
latter for organising the whole event. I hope to see you all there next September for round two! 

Debs  2017: A Student’s Experience 

By: Mary Jolley 2018 Debutantes Ball 
 

Saturday 1st September 2018 
Red Cow Hotel 

 
Ticket €75 

(including transport from school to and 
from the venue, dinner, live band, DJ and 

breakfast) 
 

Payments can be made at Debs 
Collection days which take place 

monthly in the school (min payment €5) 
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Litter Awareness Week ran from 23rd to 27th October. Its 
purpose was to tackle litter on the school grounds and in the 
locality. Crews of students carried out litter pick ups each 
day to keep the school grounds litter free. This was done by 
using litter pickers and vests provided by the Neat Streets 
programme. To highlight the issue of litter in Coolmine, 
students could earn raffle tickets by placing their litter in the 
correct bin. Daily announcements and posters also increased 
awareness. 

Litter Awareness Week 
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During Diversity Week (6th-10th November)  a group of 
Transition Year students created dishes from various 
countries ranging from Afghanistan to England. This 
diversity food fair took place on the 9th of November in the 
library and all the Transition Year students were in 
attendance. They got to sample foods from Mexico, Ireland, 
America, Denmark, Australia, England, Afghanistan, China 
and Italy while also reading information from posters the 
Transition Year group made on their country of choice.  

Diversity Week 
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Science Week 
This year Coolmine Science Week ran from Monday 13th - Friday 17th November. 
The theme was ‘Believe in Science’. Throughout the week the Science department, 
assisted by student volunteers, offered a variety of events. Students could 
participate in a daily true or false quiz and see chemistry in action with the 
chocolate bomb experiment and flammable bubbles. Science quizzes were held 
within each class prior to Science Week and each winning team competed in the 
final for their year group. The week ended as students and teachers took part in 
the annual Egg Drop Challenge. 
 
In preparation for science week, 5th and 6th year chemistry students attended 
‘Careers in Chemistry’ in Trinity College Dublin.  The event was organised by the  
Royal Society of Chemistry and speakers included Kate O’Connell, TD and Julia 
White, Cork Camogie Champion. There were presentations from PhD students on 
their research and chemists from Henkel and Hewlett Packard spoke about their 
work. 
  
The Science department would like to thank all who were involved in Science Week 
with a special thanks to the student volunteers for all their work behind the 
scenes! 
  



Coolmine Community School Parents’ Association               coolmineparents@gmail.com 

A Blooming Good Time at the Botanics 

Located just 3 km from Dublin city centre, the National Botanic Gardens 
are an oasis of calm and beauty, and entry is free. A premier scientific 
institution, the gardens also contain the National Herbarium and several 
historic wrought iron glasshouses. 
 
Transition Year students travelled to the Botanic Gardens to learn about 
biodiversity.  

And during September, 6th Year Biology students carried out a field trip 
there to get insights into all things botanical. 
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Coolmine Community School’s students are back and promise to 
entertain you again this season. Prepare to be dazzled by their musical, 
dance and dramatic abilities. This is the 17th year the school has staged 
the Feast of  Coolmine Talent Show in Draíocht and it promises to be a  
night not to be missed. Tickets available from Draíocht  Box Office or 
online (not from the school). 
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A Feast Of Coolmine Talent 2018 

Date: Tuesday 23rd January 2018 @ 8pm  
Price : €10 each 

Buy your tickets before 31st December 2017 and get 2 tickets for €10 

Tickets Available from Draiocht Box Office (or online) NOW! 
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In December, a  team of Transition Year and LCA students took part in 
the St Vincent de Paul Food Appeal. Students and staff provided a great 
number of non-perishable goods to be donated to families who need 
extra help at Christmas. In addition, over €800 was raised for the charity 
through donations and a series of cake sales in the run up to Christmas.  
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St Vincent de Paul Charity Work 

Uniform Appeal 

The school would like to build up a supply of uniforms that can be 
reused by students who need them. Any uniform items (in good 
condition) can be donated to the school through the front office, Ms Van 
Veen or any staff member.  
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The new brochure of evening classes at  
Coolmine Community School is out now 

  
 http://coolmineadulted.ie/  
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Classes start  Monday  29th January 2018  
 

 Contact the Adult Education office on (01) 8128397. 
 

Coolmine Adult Education 
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UCD Entrance Scholar Awards 
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University College Dublin offers academic scholarships on entry as well 
as an extensive range of scholarships, awards and prizes to students as 
they continue through their studies. 
 
Jaffer Abdulkarim and Siobhan Akeke, two recent graduates of our 
school were awarded UCD Entrance Scholar Awards in November 2017. 
 
The picture below shows Ms. O'Rourke with Siobhan. 
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Coolmine hosts Urban Planning Workshop 
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Coolmine Community School was recently selected as one of ten schools 
throughout Ireland to host an Urban Planning Workshop organised by the Urban 
Land Institute (ULI).  
 

The Urban Land Institute is a global non-profit education and research institute 
that has recently entered the Irish education system. Its mission is to provide 
educational workshops and leadership in the responsible use of land and in 
creating and sustaining thriving communities worldwide. 
 

28 students from 5th and 6th year geography classes took part in the Urban 
Planning Workshop which encouraged participants to regenerate an area of a city 
that was suffering due to neglect, dilapidation and social problems. The students 
were tasked with adhering to strict planning guidelines, investment criteria and 
local authority desires whilst modelling their 3D site. On completion of their plans 
the participating groups were then tasked with presenting their ideas and 
proposals to three industry experts that posed as local authority officials.  
 

All of the students that took part showed great vision and understanding 
throughout the process culminating in each of the five groups presenting excellent 
pitches. However, there could only be one winner and the panel decided to award 
first prize to Skyline Constructions which included Kate Ryan, Amy Heagney, 
Alannah Gammage, Sarah Fleming and Adam Byrne.  
 

A massive thank you must go to the Urban Land Institute for such an exciting 
project and in particular to Richard and Emma who were inspirational facilitators, 
as well as the three industry experts which included Niamh, Niall and Mark. Well 
done to all involved. 
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Coolmine Sports News 
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The Coolmine Sports Department are very busy indeed! The following pages will 
give you a flavour of what our students have been up to out of the classroom over 
the past couple of months. For further details please see the school website. 

 
Cross-Country - Once again, our school had the highest numbers of competitors at 
the schools cross-country championships compared to any school in attendance 
which was fantastic.  All students represented the school extremely well and did 
themselves and the school proud. 

Hurling – During October our U16 squad of hurlers qualified for the quarter finals 
of their league whilst our battle-hardened U18’s bowed out of theirs. 
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Football 

Basketball 

Rugby 
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DCU Trip - Earlier in the month, our Sports Council and some of our 3rd years were 
lucky enough to get the opportunity to visit DCU Sports Campus. They spent the 
morning being led by the trainee PE teachers, in some Orienteering and Team 
Building activities.  Some were even lucky enough to get ‘a go’ on the climbing 
wall. 

GAA  
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Swimming - Coolmine hosted a Community Schools swimming gala last week, 
where we competed against four other schools.  We had the largest team entered, 
with over 30 swimmers.  This meant we were the only school to compete in every 
single race and as a result, a large number of our students finished in podium 
positions.   Overall we had some excellent individual and team results. 

  
Huge congratulations to all students involved.  It was fantastic to see students 
from all year groups competing to such a high standard. 
Special thanks to Sports Council for helping to organise and manage the event.  All 
involved in the managing of the day were superb. 

Fit Club  had a really successful trip.  Miss Mc Guill and Miss Gallagher took over 
30 students, from all year groups, to hike the Spinx at Glendalough.   
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Loads more photos at http://www.coolminecs.ie/gallery/ 

2017 in Pictures 
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Crossword Competition 

Name __________________ 

 

Class __________________ 

To be in with a chance to WIN 

one of four  

€25 vouchers for the 

Blanchardstown  

Shopping Centre  

complete the Crossword and 

return it to the front office with 

your name and class year  

(e.g. 1st year/TY etc.) by  
noon on 19th January 2018. 

Winners will be drawn at random 

from correct entries received. 
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