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LCA Coffee Morning
The school’s Leaving Cert
Applied class hosted a coffee
morning on Friday 28th
November in aid of St. Francis
Hospice. This is a compulsory
requirement for their Hotel,
Catering and Tourism studies,
and the morning was a great
success reflecting their efforts
in preparation.

DEAR Week

It is with profound sadness
that the school community
mourns the loss of Sarah
Russell who died suddenly on
December 17th last.
Sarah joined the staff of
Coolmine from Blakestown
Community School in 1992, and
taught Maths, Science, & SPHE
for 22 years in our school. She
was head of the Maths
department and coordinated
Maths activities in the school.
She will be remembered by
many students as a passionate
teacher of her subjects, and a
committed Camogie and Girls
GAA football enthusiast. Every
student who sat in her
classroom was in no doubt
about her great devotion and
support for her home county of
Kilkenny, and their hurling
success over the years.
We extend our sincere
sympathies to Sarah’s husband
Pat O’Gorman, son Ronan and
daughter Aideen, to her parents
and a large extended family,
and to her teaching colleagues
and friends in the school.
Ar dheis lámh Dé go raibh a
hanam uasal.

Between 10th-14th November junior students and their teachers
started each day with 15 minutes spent reading a book or magazine
of their choice. The ‘Dr op
Ever ything And Read’
initiative is designed promote
a love of reading, improve
literacy skills and to inspire
all the students at Coolmine
to read for pleasure.
During DEAR week
students and teachers are
encouraged to bring a book to
school so they can ‘drop
everything, and read’!
Students are urged to
always have a book or
magazine in their schoolbag
to read should the opportunity
arise during the day.

LET (Learn English Together) Programme
To respond to the English language needs of some of our junior
students whose first language is not English, a conversation group
has been established by Mr.Sexton, TY Co-ordinator.
Some 25 Transition Year students have received training in peertutoring and meet with students from First Year and Second Year
who need to perfect their English conversation at lunchtime on
Mondays and Tuesdays. This is in addition to the valuable work
Transition Year students already do as tutors at the First Year
Homework Club.
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Arts Week in January
Coolmine Arts week ran from 19th-23rd January 2015. There
was something for everyone in the range of events that took place
during that week and also in the run up to it. It turned out to be a
fun and busy time for students and staff with events as diverse as
Yarn Bombing, Contemporary Dance, Glee Club sing along and
the very popular Mad Hatter’s tea party.
During the week a co-operating artist worked with senior
students and used basketry skills to create a 3D reading nest. First
years produced sculptures using mixed media and felting
techniques which later formed part of a treasure hunt. Throughout
the week there was lunchtime entertainment from students busking
in the corridors and opportunities for students to exercise their
poetry-writing skills. It was a colourful, cultural, musical start to
the year!

Diversity Week
This was the third year of Diversity Week for Coolmine
Community School where the school celebrates human diversity.
During the week 20th-24th October the corridors were festooned
with student posters announcing diversity. Each morning of the
week the announcements reminded the school community about
diversity with a thought for the day.
At lunch time TED talks were viewed and discussed in Ms.
Hughes’s room while in the Library a movie, ‘The X-men’ – which
celebrates diversity, was enjoyed by many students. Several
invited speakers including Amnesty International and the Refugee
Council addressed Senior and Junior Cycle students while AfroEire delivered workshops to classes on African culture.
Since Amnesty International was in the school an Amnesty
group has been created in Coolmine as a result of interest created.
Some classes were treated to an event celebrating Japanese culture
where a native of that country involved the groups in a very
interactive way.
Diversity is not just for a week and later in the year Focus
Ireland will present the reality of homelessness to groups of
students. On 27th November a first year group had a speaker from
The Irish Wheelchair Association and a game of wheelchair
basketball was held in the Gym. Plans for ShoutOut to talk to
students about LGBT discrimination have also be put in motion. If
any parent has any ideas for a future event Ms. Hughes, Ms.
McGuill and Mr. Ryan would be delighted to hear from you.

Upcoming Parent Talks
Coolmine Community School Parents Association will be
running talks for Parents/Guardians on a number of different
subjects such as Tackling Bullying in Teens, Teen Mental Health
Issues and Helping Teens Develop Study Skills. These will run in
association with Coolmine Adult Education. Last year we ran an
Anti-Bullying talk which was very helpful in understanding the
Government’s changes to the Anti-Bullying policy for schools.
Notifications will be sent out by text from the school and we urge
all Parents/Guardians to do their best to attend.

www.coolminecs.ie

An Leabharlann
Ghaeilge
As part of Coolmine’s
Literacy Initiative Ms Brophy
has recently set up ‘An
Leabharlann
Ghaeilge’,
to
facilitate student who wish to
borrow books written as Gaeilge.
An Leabharlann Ghaeilge is open
each Monday during morning
breaktime in D42.

School Attendance

Currently there is a strategy
being rolled out to 1st, 2nd and
3rd years to improve attendance.
This involves monitoring class
attendance on a monthly basis
with rewards for good attendance
and looking at ways to improve
poor attendance. The following
is list of students with 100%
attendance for the 2013/14
academic year.
6th year: Vicky Day Nicholls,
Liam Woods, Chrizelle Publico.
5th year: Darragh Kenny, Juel
Unto.
3rd year: Aaron Rodgers, Agne
Fiseryte, Samantha Balan,
Garima Gupta, Jade Shannon.
2nd year: Ciara van Buren;
Roshin Sunny; Abisola Dare;
Nanda Suresh; Nicole Mongey
Lawlor;
Dearbhla Lennon; Esther Taiwo.
1st year: Ron Mencias, Diana
Meriacri
Daniela Arra, Mercy Akinde,
Amy Maria Heagney,
Samuel Carroll, Constanta Unco,
Torikiat Owoiya,
Rain May Panergo, Sarah
Nkenge, Denis Cobzaru, James
Mcdonald
Cillian Stynes, Niall Wade,
Sarah Galvin, Ava Downey
Adam O Beirne, Jade Anderson,
Anais Muthi.
Liam Woods and Vicky Day
Nicholls deserve a special
mention for full attendance
throughout their time at
Coolmine Community School.
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Science Council and Science Week
The Science Council is comprised of a group of
students with a particular interest in the subject and
is selected from Fifth Year and Transition Year
students to participate in a variety of science related
events throughout the year. The current batch of
science council members have gotten the year off to
a flying start already proving themselves invaluable
to the science department during open night and
Science Week.
The students helped showcase the Coolmine
Science Department on open night. Throughout the
evening they used their presentation skills to
demonstrate a range of fun and interesting science
experiments to prospective students and their
parents. This year Science Week ran from 10th-14th
November. The science department, assisted by the
student council, offered a wide variety of events.
Students could participate in a daily true or false
quiz, take part in ‘the egg-drop challenge’ and see
chemistry in action with the chocolate bomb

experiment, flammable bubbles and the whoosh jar.
Science quizzes were held within each class prior to
science week and each winning team competed in
the final for their year group. Two teams of
dedicated senior students were coached for several
weeks in the run up to Science Week to represent
Coolmine at the Irish Science Teachers A ssociation
Senior Science Quiz held in Trinity College on
Thursday 13th November. They performed
creditably in a competitive field of 74 teams from
around the Dublin area.
The week culminated at Friday lunchtime, with
the inaugural senior students vs teachers science
quiz. There was fierce competition and though the
teachers were ably represented, the students
triumphed with student teams taking both First and
Runner-up places. The science department would
like to thanks all who were involved in Science
Week with a special thanks to the Science Council
for all their work behind the scenes.

Maths Week
Maths week ran from 13th-19th October in
schools around the country. Coolmine Community
School celebrated with a range of activities
including daily maths puzzles for juniors and
seniors and a First Year table quiz.
Mr. Gaffey accompanied his fifth year class to
University College Dublin for a Maths triathlon.
They attended three short talks and fun activities
celebrating Mathematical Sciences at UCD. There
were 200 students at the event and Luke
McDonald scooped the main prize of the day.

Afterward, the class got to tour around the
campus.
Daily individual prize-winners:
Juniors - Vykinta Vysniauskaite 3 Gates;
Steven Stefanovich 1 O’Ceallaigh; Mya Gaffney 1
O’Ceallaigh; Thomas O’Gara 2 Barry.
Seniors - Reebu Cher ian 6 Car r oll; Saleem
Satardien 6 Phillips; Ian Fanning 5 Manek; Clark
De La Cruz 5 Nolan; Jake Benz Caballero 5
Nolan.

Lá Gaeilge Labhartha

Ghlac tuairim is 180
dalta agus múinteoir
páirte sa dúshlán Gaeilge
24 ar an 12th Samhain in
mbliana. Is í aidhm an
dúshláin seo ná daoine
idir óga agus aosta a
spreagadh chun Gaeilge
amháin a labhairt ar feadh
24 uair an chloig: sa
bhaile, ar scoil, sna siopaí
agus pé áit eile gur féidir
leo a deis a thapú!
Bhí
atmaisféar
dochreidte dearfach agus
spreagúil i leith na Gaeilge timpeall na scoile ar an lá agus rinne chuile dhuine iarracht a gcuid Gaeilge a
fheabhsú agus a úsáid i rith an lae. Tabharfar gach brabús do Chonradh na Gaeilge (CHY 3094) chun
tacú le cur chun cinn na Gaeilge ar fud na tíre.
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Junior Cert Prizegiving 2014
The Junior Cert students of 2014 celebrated their
achievements in a cheerful ceremony led by Ms
McPhillips and Year Head, Ms O’Donnell, on Friday
9th September. Watched by their teachers and peers,
the proud students received their certificates. The prize
for Academic Excellence 2014 was awarded to Fiona
Seery.
Ms Freeman introduced the Stefan Uzunov
Memorial Prize which was awarded to Saoirse
Murphy. This perpetual trophy is awarded to a student
who most captures the spirit that best celebrates the
memory of Stefan. It was presented by Stefan’s brother
Alex and his parents Caroline and Miko also attended
the ceremony.
The student of the year award recognises students
with qualities such as a strong work ethic, a cooperative nature and the ability to work well with both
teachers and peers. It is awarded to one boy and one
girl from the year group. This year’s recipients were
Fiona Seery and Aaron Richardson.
The beautiful music for the ceremony was provided
by students of the school with pieces from Sarah
Moran Nolan, Jake Benz Caballero and Laurenzia
Berzan. Every year a prize is awarded to one boy and
one girl from each Caomhnóir group. The winners are
chosen based upon a combination of academic effort,
character, manners, co-operation and school
involvement.

The winners for the various class groups in 2014
were: Gauss - Garima Gupta, Bilko Kacar; Newton Victoria Hennessey, Karl Fanning; Euler - Cosmina
Bartes, Ian Fanning; Riemann -Aibhe Malone, Alex
Regan; Euclid - Ellie Anne McDonough, Eoin Doyle;
Hilbert - Rachel Hanna, Leigh Rogers; Cantor Seanagh Carton, Jack Purcell; La Grange - Kayleigh
Malone; Aaron Rogers.

Senior Prizegiving 2014
Graduates of the Leaving Cert class of 2014 came
together with their parents and staff in Westmanstown
Golf Club, on the 12th Sept, to celebrate their
achievements. Ms McPhillips introduced the Guest
speaker, Ms Karen Harford who herself graduated from
Coolmine in 2001. Karen earned her Bachelor of
Science Degree in Cell and Molecular Biology and her
Ph.D. in the area of Obesity-induced Inflammation and
Insulin Resistance from University College Dublin. She
is currently working for Novartis as a Global Program
Operations Manager (GPOM), based in Dublin, Ireland.
Ms Harford presented the awards for academic
excellence and the academic subject prizes.
Overall prizes for academic excellence were
awarded to: Frances Bologna, Aaron Downey, Conor
Murray, Liam Woods and Eduard Vlas in recognition of
their
achievement
of 5 or more
A grades in
Higher level
papers.
Prizes were
awarded to
students who
attained the
highest score
in the school

in each subject area of the Leaving Cert, in addition to
Faculty Prizes awarded by teachers to students who
exemplified high standards of commitment to their
work and contributed greatly to the learning in their
subject area.
Students of the Year for 2014 were Gwladys Isabelle
& Jason Doyle and a special award for attendance was
presented to Liam Woods & Vicki Day-Nicholls who
had 100% attendance during their time in Coolmine.
The White Prize for Most Improved in English was
awarded to Leon Greenhalgh. Certificates of
completion were presented to all of the graduates
A special thanks to Ms Kavanagh who was MC for
the evening. Thanks also to the Meitheal students who
assistance was invaluable. Thanks to Mr Sexton and the
musicians and singers for enhancing the ceremony with
their
beautiful
music, to Mr
Kearns for
sound, and to
Ms Horan
and Ms
Kavanagh
for their
organisation
of the event.
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Sports Reports
Tops in Ireland for Judo
Cross Country in the Phoenix Park

The school enjoyed a proud day on November
26th when the combined efforts of Coolmine
students was enough to win the award for best
overall school in the All-Ireland Schools Judo
Championships. There were many medals brought
home that day. Kerrie Gibbons and Jemma Austin
both won gold as well as Lee Gibbons, James
Smith and Kenny Mokhonoana. Andre Deac and
Gary Austin won silver in their categories and
Josh O Sullivan won Bronze. A special mention
must go to James Smith who won player of the
day and is a huge talent. He showed great
discipline and controlled skill to beat his
opponents. No All-Ireland title in any discipline is
easily won so well done to all those involved.

Congratulations to all our Coolmine students
who took part in the cross country event in the
Phoenix Park on 15th October 2014. First Year
student, Sinead Nic Sheoin, won her event as did
Lauren Carr in Third Year. Allison Armstrong
won the Senior girls race by a large margin. The
Senior girls had an excellent race winning best
over-all team award for Coolmine.

Well done also to the Third Year girls’ team
and the Senior boys’ team - both teams won
Bronze medals in the over-all team awards. The
extra effort being made at training on
Wednesdays is definitely paying off.

Coolmine Sports Award
http://youtu.be/tSZiAB4nf3w is a link to the Coolmine Sports Award video on youtube
or search for Coolmine Sports Awards 2014 - Chase Your Dreams!
This link was put up by NADA which is national athletic development academy and speaker
was Martin Kennedy.

Coolmine Parents’ Association Contact Details
General Enquiries
Mobile: 086-2216290
Email: coolmineparents@gmail.com
Book Rental Enquiries
Email: coolminebookrental@gmail.com
Debs enquiries:
Email: coolminedebs@gmail.com

Parent News
Newsletter of Coolmine Community School Parents’ Association

SPRING 2015

Feast of Coolmine Talent 2015
Following the success of Coolmine
Community School's ‘Feast of Talent 2014’,
the students entertained everyone again on
Monday and Tuesday the 26th and 27th
January 2015. All were dazzled by the students'
musical, dance and dramatic abilities. This is
the fourteenth year Coolmine Community
School has staged the Feast of Talent show in
association with Draíocht.
2015 Winner
Unchain my Heart - Hayley Douglas
2nd place
Theme from ‘Game of Thrones’- Elmira Ahmedova
3rd place
Guitar Medley - Sarah Moran Nolan
4th Place
Animation Dance - John Balidoy

Fit Club Day Trip to Zipit, Tibradden, Dublin
On the 8th and 9th of October two groups of Fit
Club students enjoyed a well-earned day trip to
Zipit Forest Adventures, Tibradden, Dublin. Zipit
is an outdoor adventure course of tree-top
climbing poles, climbing walls, swings and
zipwires with various courses suitable for
beginners to adrenaline junkies!
The students of Fit-Club, who had been training
hard every Tuesday and Wednesday after school,
were delighted to put their fitness to the test by
working their way from the easy green course to
the not so easy Blue course. A number of senior

students also successfully completed the notorious
red course which has seen grown men crumble
and call for rescue ladders! The Fit Club continues
to train every Tuesday and Thursday on the
Astroturf after school and welcomes new members
every week. The next challenge set for members
was a 5K Fun Run the Phoenix Park in December
when students were running to raise funds for
Temple Street Children’s Hospital, a charity
which the students themselves nominated.

