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This week saw the beginning of Christmas in our school. Trees are 
decorated in reception and in the canteen. Classrooms and corridors 
are beginning to look festive. The St. Vincent de Paul food appeal is 
underway and the Barnardos party preparations are in full flow. It is 
an open secret that we have some great bakers in Coolmine. Indeed, 
for the last number of years we have our very own Ψ/ƻƻƭƳƛƴŜ Bake 
hŦŦΩ. A book celebrating some of our recipes Ψ/ƻƻƭƳƛƴŜ /ŀƪŜǎΩ is 
currently with the printer. The proceeds will go to the Peter McVerry 
Trust. Ms Stafford reminded the First Years and I at assembly that 
sometimes in life, we need help and at other times we are in a 
position to give help. I found myself thinking that giving and receiving 
help are part of what it is to be human. The challenge is to be 
gracious in both. 
This week one of last ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Sixth Years was awarded a scholarship in 
DCU to recognize his achievements in the Leaving Certificate. Last 
month, two other Sixth Years received similar awards in UCD. This 
week also, national statistics demonstrate that Coolmine is one of the 
top schools in D.15 with the highest student transfer rate to college.  
Research shows that attendance at Third Level raises quality of life 
and earning power.  These figures are encouraging for all of us. It 
helps to sustain us, Parents, Students and Teachers to keep our focus 
in these dark winter days. 
Thank you to Mr Kinane our Editor and to all who contributed to this 
edition of Parent News. It is fascinating to observe our students grow 
and develop as the year progresses and to see such a rich tapestry of 
school life reflected here. 
I wish all our Coolmine families a relaxing Christmas and a healthy 
2020. 
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Seasons Greetings from the PA 
The tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ Association, (PA), would like to take this opportunity to wish all parents/guardians, 
students and staff of our school a very happy Christmas and New Year. 
As a parent/guardian of a student(s) in the school, you are automatically a member of the PA. At 
each AGM, members of the PA who seek election may form part of the PA Executive Committee.  If 
the PA Executive can be of further assistance to any of its members please let us know. 
 

The purpose and aims of the PA Executive are to: 
Å facilitate and encourage the participation by parents in the life of the school. 
Å safeguard the rights and the legitimate aspirations and interests of parents and students. 
Å foster and promote an awareness and knowledge of education and of other issues, related                            
to students among the parents. 
Å organise the collective support of the parents for the activities of the school and to support and 
provide assistance to the staff of the school. 
Å promote the development of the school as a focus of educational, social and cultural activity within 
the community. 
 

In pursuit of these, the PA Executive plan, organise and deliver a number of functions to assist in 
school life such as the Book Rental Scheme, Uniform Supply, Debs Ball, Newsletter and Talks for 
parents amongst other things. We also get involved in many other aspects of school life which will 
become apparent as you read through this edition of Parent News. 
 

We would like to thank our Principal, Ms McPhillips and Ms Connolly (Vice Principal) and all the staff 
for the support they give to the PA on an on-going basis. We would also like to thank Ms Manek for 
her work in gathering the articles from all corners of the school so that this bumper Christmas 
edition of Parent News could happen. Enjoy the read and ŘƻƴΩǘ forget to enter the Crossword 
competition. 

Coming Soon! Reading Space for Coolmine by Ms Walsh 

Coolmine will be opening its new Reading space very shortly. 
This area will give students the opportunity to enjoy relaxing 
and reading their favourite books. Teachers can also utilise 
this space by bringing their class to complete research for their 
/.!Ωǎ or Leaving Cert projects. 
To help us get this room ready, a team of very enthusiastic TY 
students brought their much-needed flat pack skills and our 
PA will make a contribution to the purchase of books. 

Stand Up for Awareness 
The students and teachers this year participated in stand up 
for awareness for the LGBTI+ community with the #come in 
trending on twitter .  This week involved students hearing 
facts in the morning about their LGBTI classmates. On the 
Friday students were encouraged to wear a selected 
rainbow colour jumper to show their support for their 
classmates. This was the first year Coolmine participated in 
Stand Up and this follows on from the schools establishing 
of an LGBT awareness group last year. We are hoping to 
continue this tradition in school, with the aim always to be 
that all students feel included and safe in their learning 
environment. 
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To Be Or Not To Be by Ms Dolan 
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The student council is made up of numerous 
students from first to sixth year. They represent 
the student population thus giving all students in 
Coolmine Community School a vital voice, 
allowing them to contribute to their school in a 
valuable way. Coolmine Community School 
pupils have an important contribution to make 
to the effectiveness of their school and their 
involvement is seen as a valuable part of the 
education process here in Coolmine CS. This 
years student council take a very active role in 
looking at school policies, school principles and 
other areas that will benefit the school and its 
students. 

On Thursday 7th November a number of 6th 
Year students, accompanied by their English 
teachers, took a trip to Smock Alley Theatre to 
take in a performance of {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ Hamlet. 
The Gaeity School of Acting put on a great 
performance as the students were captivated by 
the comic adaption of the play. After the 
performance, the students took part in a 
workshop where they had the opportunity to 
share their thoughts on some of the key 
characters of the play, while interacting with 
students from around the country who had 
come to Dublin for the performance. Students 
also had the privilege of interviewing the actors 
to gain an insight into how the actors prepared 
to take on the role of such infamous characters. 
It was thoroughly enjoyed by all! 

This years season started off with just over 25 students 
representing Coolmine, on our U16 & U19 teams. We 
had some tough matches against Setanta, Colaiste Eoin 
and Malahide to name but a few. Our U19s lost in their 
playoffs at the end of the season against a National-
League-packed squad in St. !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ Booterstown. 
 

Our U16s made it to a semi-final in the Oblates Hall, 
Inchicore V Templeogue and although they put up a 
great fight, Templeogue got victory on the day. Their 
4th place spot was confirmed this week when we went 
to Colaiste Eanna and lost in a close match stricken by 
absences and injuries. 

Boys Basketball by Ms Nolan 

Student Council by Ms Parker 

Even in 4th place, our U16s will still qualify for the All-Ireland playoffs in January. They have been 
warned to go easy on the Mini Heroes and mince pies over Christmas! We are right behind them all the 
way and wish them the best. 

A Feast of Coolmine Talent 2020 Debs Ball 
 
 
 

Friday 11th September 2020 
Carnegie Hotel, Swords 

 
 

Tickets ϵ85 
including transport from school 
to the venue, dinner, DJ, night 

club, breakfast and bus trip back 
to the school 
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Beach Cleanup 
3 Adele organised a beach clean up in Donabate as part of their CSPE Action. The class came up 
with idea after learning about global warming and climate change in class. These have also been 
topical subjects in the recent past with the two climate strikes where our school was represented 
this year. The students organised everything. They researched all the Dublin beaches and assessed 
how littered they were. They collected and organised all the equipment they needed including litter 
pickers and bags with huge help from the Green Schools committee. On the day students organised 
into groups, divided up all the equipment, handed out worksheets to assess the type of litter found 
and got to work. All litter collected was returned to school to be sorted and sent out for recycling. 
Congratulations on the huge amount of effort  and dedication shown by 3 Adele on this action. 
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European Day of Languages by Ms Brennan 

The students and teachers in Coolmine 
Community School participated in European Day 
of Languages 2019 on the 26th of September. As 
part of the celebrations, all first year language 
students participated in a poster competition in 
which they demonstrated the importance of 
language learning. Well done to all students who 
participated and in particular our four winners;  
Vincel Caliguia, John Carloungos, Flavia Spinu and 
Nicola Korson. 

TY Trip to Zip It! 
The Transition year students scaled new 
heights on their recent day out at Tibradden 
Wood. The TY students accompanied by Mr. 
Kinlon, Ms. Maher and Ms. O Reardon showed 
no fear in tackling the treetop high ropes. 

St Vincent de Paul 
Students from Mr. YƛƴƭƻƴΩǎ 6th Year LCA have 
been organising the annual Coolmine 
collection for St. Vincent de Paul's Christmas 
food appeal. Many thanks to all those 
students and parents who contributed to such 
a worthwhile cause. 



/ƻƻƭƳƛƴŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ               

coolmineparents@gmail.com 

Coolmine Cakes by Ms Van Veen 
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Where the idea for this project all began was from a small I.T. class of 5th year 
students in 2018. We gathered some of our favourite and much-loved recipes 
from the staff in Coolmine and our families. The students typed them up and 
chose the layout designs. We then held a competition to design the front page 
that was open to all our students. We got some amazing artwork that you will 
see throughout the book. 
 

A huge thank you to our sponsors for their generous donations which made all 
this possible: /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ Funeral Directors, Exam Craft Group and the 
Coolmine C.S tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ Association, Deirdre Guildea (Past Pupil), Educate.ie, 
WorldWise Global Schools, Eco Energy Ratings Ireland and Kids Cook. 
 

Thanks to the students who were there from the very beginning when this 
book was just a thought. Also thank you to the Global Citizenship Committee, 
led by Sinead Akeke and Vanessa Mut (6th yrs) who ran a bake sale to raise 
money for this cookbook. Thanks to Hanaa Janahi, 6th year, who gave us this 
beautiful cover page and to Neepa Myiesha Khan, 2nd year, and Elliott hΩ Neill, 
6th year, for their artwork within the book which adds the perfect amount of 
Coolmine personality!  
And a massive Thank You to the Master Bakers on the Coolmine Community 
School staff who baked every single cake you will see in this book. Their talent 
and support never cease to amaze! 

5th Year Physics Trip ōȅ aǎ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 

The 5th year physics class were brought to the Observatory in Birr, Co. Offaly to learn about the Great 
Telescope (Light microscope) and the Low Frequency Array or LOFAR radio telescope. They were 
accompanied by Ms Stafford and Ms McIntyre. The students learned about how we explore the 
Universe by measuring different regions of electromagnetic spectrum. They engaged in a workshop 
on how imaging galaxies and other astronomical objects had developed since 1845 and took part in an 
activity on gravitational forces. They learned about real life applications of physics.  

We all keep in our hearts an awareness that our school and community are affected by homelessness. 
We wanted to do something to help. Together we decided to write a cookbook to raise awareness of the 
Peter McVerry Trust which does vital work to provide services and offer pathways out of homelessness. 
All the proceeds made from the sale of this book will go directly to this very worthy cause. 
 

A special thank you to a small army working backstage on the project. We hope you will enjoy the 
delights the cookbook will bring you in early December when it is available for sale in school and from 
the front office. 
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Our Global Citizens by aǎ hΩIƻǊŀ 

 
 
 
 
The year started with all our First and Transition year students receiving a 
stainless-steel water bottle from our Parents Association. This is helping to 
alleviate our plastic pollution in the school. The students would like to take 
this opportunity to say thank you to the Parents Association for their very 
generous initiative.   
Our first years are following the global goal challenges in their CSPE and 
SPHE classes. So, Goal 1, to End World Poverty students have bought Fair 
Trade products. Goal 2 is Zero Hunger and students have been 
encouraged to grow their own vegetables, herbs and flowers or they can 
support the SVP food collection which is being organised by Mr Kinlon and 
6th year LCA. This will happen during the month of December in school. 
There are 17 Sustainable Development Goal challenges and we are hoping 
that students will complete all by the end of the year to receive a Global 
Goal Certificate.  
Miss Maloney and 6 of her TY students did an artistic response to the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. They made a textile panel 
which was put on display in Blanchardstown Library and which is now back 
in school and will be on display shortly.  
Our ¢¸Ωǎ were invited to a Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ Emergency Conference ς This 
DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ LƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΩ which was organised by Fingal Co Council on 
October 22nd. They listened to notable speakers such as Peadar King, a 
documentary film maker who spoke about a small island, Tuvalu, in the 
Pacific Ocean which is disappearing due to climate change. Also, Patricia 
King, General Secretary of ICTU, talked about the challenge of climate 
change and that there must be a ΨƧǳǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΩ for workers. Valerie 
Molay spoke about her role as UN Youth Ambassador. 
We have a new addition to our Garden, our Bug Hotel. Amelie Moore, 
Rebecca Keegan, Ava Sansovini, Julie Gill and Eva Nulty were instrumental 
in putting this together. They really enjoyed making it and they chose 
bright colours to attract the bugs. They collected the materials at home 
and in school. All the work was done under the supervision and guidance 
of Mr Kinlon. Mr hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ was very helpful in the woodwork department. 
The girls are hoping that the students and teachers will enjoy watching the 
movements of the bugs. We have Rebecca, Ava, Amelie, Julie and Miss 
Campbell. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

This has been a very busy term for our Global Citizens. They are taking their role very seriously and have shown 
huge commitment with their time and energy. These are young people who are making a difference. This is our 
committee of teachers and students. 

Soccer by Mr Kelleher 

League Loss to Luttrellstown 
Our first year soccer team were very 
unlucky to go down 7:5 to our near 
neighbours Luttrellstown recently in 
what was their first competitive match 
in the schools metropolitan league.  It 
was a thrilling, end to end match 
between two good teams.  Our goals 
were scored by Lenny Cahill, 
Emmanuel Okesija, Ben Udemba and 
two fabulous long range efforts from 
Ajibola Oluwabiyi.  There were many 
great performances on the day, but 
the standout was the driving force of 
Lenny Cahill from the centre of 
midfield.  This team look forward to 
competing in their final two league 
games against Beneavin and 
Pobalscoil Setanta.  Good Luck Lads. 
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November 16th was an important day for some of our Filipino 
students. They were presented with Certificates of Achievement 
from the Philippines Consulate General in Ireland, Raymond 
Garth. This was in recognition of work they did in promoting the 
Philippines as part of our Ψ/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ of /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ Day last May. In 
the photograph, Miss hΩIƻǊŀΣ Daniel de Guzman, James Casais, 
Gail Cabello, Raymond Garth (Philippine Consul), Richard Carroll. 
Missing were Alyssa and Ysabelle Guerra. 
 
Green Schools have been monitoring the use of our bins. They 
want to encourage students to use the bins properly and are in 
the process of making a promotional video with the help of Miss 
Sheridan and Miss Brennan.  
Miss hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ has been actively encouraging her TY students to 
become involved in environmental competitions in their Eco-
Studies class such as, ΨhƴŜ Good LŘŜŀΩ. They are currently through 
to the next round of the competition.  
Our students, also, supported Ψ/ƻƻƭƳƛƴŜ .ŀƪŜǎΩ Cookbook. They 
had a Bake Sale and the proceeds were given to Miss VanVeen 
and Miss Nolan to help in printing the book which will go on sale 
before Christmas. The proceeds from this book will go to the 
Peter McVerry Trust which does such great work for the 
homeless. 
Coolmine Community School played its part in the Climate Action 
Strike on Friday November 29th. Accompanied by Miss Brennan 
and Miss hΩwŜŀǊŘƻƴ our students made their feelings known with 
posters and even getting as far as being interviewed by Virgin 
Media. Ava Sansovini and Brandon hΩbŜƛƭƭ explained why they 
were supporting the Strike on TV. All students represented the 
school very well despite the cold. Grainne Glynn from 2 Cameron 
describes the day as a very good experience and it is something 
that she would like to do again. She feels that it is important that 
the government know that young people are taking Climate 
Change very seriously. Greta Thunberg watch out.              
 
3 Adele went on a litter pick as part of a CSPE project to Donabate 
Beach on December 3rd. Miss Casey and Miss Keogh had them 
fully prepared with hi-vis jackets and litter grabbers. This was an 
important issue for the class because they are very much aware of 
the damage being done to our coastlines and beaches as result of 
litter pollution. 
It is very encouraging to see so many young people taking an 
active part and wanting to make things better for the future. 
There is, also, huge support from the teachers in the school. I 
would like to acknowledge the work of Miss McMahon, Miss 
Davenport and Miss Dolan for taking minutes and proof-reading 
material. 
Our committee of global citizens raise awareness of Global Justice 
issues and we are supported in our work by WorldWise Global 
Schools. 
We would like to wish parents and students a very happy 
Christmas and thank you for your support in 2019. From the 
Committee of Global Citizens. 

Soccer by Mr Kelleher 

U15 Boys March On 
The u 15 boys have produced two 
dominant displays in the league to top 
their group and qualify for the league 
quarter finals.  A 4:0 win away to 
Lucan CC was followed closely by a 7: 
2 win at home to Kisheogue.   Darragh 
Hoey, Tolu Olasupo, Sean Douglas and 
Ethan Hunt all found the net in a at 
team performance away to Lucan.  
Darragh Hoey found the net again on 
4 occasions against Kisheogue, leading 
with a real ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ performance.   
Tolu Olasupo, Sean Douglas and Ethan 
Hunt also contributed with goals to 
send the team marching on to the 
quarter finals where they await their 
next opponents.  Good Luck lads.  

Our Global Citizens by aǎ hΩIƻǊŀ 
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Girls Basketball 

Coláiste Chúil Mhín 2019 by Mr McNamara 

Coláiste Chúil Mhín is a Gaeltacht Summer Course run 
in Coolmine C.S. every June/July. It offers students an 
opportunity to experience the Gaeltacht on their own 
doorstep. This year The Coolmine tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
Association linked up with Coláiste Chúil Mhín to 
award scholarships to 10 students of Coolmine. The 
winners in 2019 were Niamh Rooney, Rachel Dolan, 
Hannah Mc Donnell, Emma Mc Neice, Sinéad 
Dowling, Seán Curtis, Zoey Wiley, Anna Huysmans, 
Alison Reddy and Lianna Connolly. Congrats to you 
all! The scholarships were presented by Arturo 
Centore of the Parents Association. We, in Coláiste 
Chúil Mhín look forward to this partnership 
continuing into the future. In 2020 the course will run 
from Monday June 29th for two weeks. Details and 
application forms are available from any member of 
the Irish Department in Coolmine. 
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The U16 (red) and U19 (blue) girls basketball teams 
managed by Mr. Rooney both did very well to make 
it out of the group and into the 
playoffs.   Unfortunately both were  knocked out in 
two very close and exciting games. 

Science Week 
This year Coolmine Science week ran from Monday 11th 
November to Friday 15th November. Throughout the week the 
science department offered a variety of events. Students could 
participate in a daily true or false quiz and the Guess Who quiz, 
take part in the Egg Drop challenge and the Catapult challenge and 
see chemistry in action with the chocolate bomb experiment and 
flammable bubbles. Science quizzes were held within each class 
prior to science week and each winning team competed in the 
final for their year group.  On Tuesday 12th November the 5th 
year Physics class travelled to the Observatory in Birr 
accompanied by Ms. Stafford and Ms. McIntyre. The science 
department would like to thank all who participated in science 
week.  

1st years Aisling Coggins, Wynona Gundran 
and Iria Carcoba, winners of the egg drop 
challenge 2019 


