Junior Certificate English

Homework and Revision - Guidance

General

Have a copy of the Examination Papers booklet for the relevant level Higher or Ordinary.

· Become familiar with the number of questions, the time and marks allocated for each question and each paper. Higher Level has two papers (Paper 1 and Paper 2). Ordinary Level has only one paper.

· Become familiar with the number of options (choices) and the questions which offer choices –remember not all questions need to be answered.

· If you wish answer some questions from the Examination paper for practice – the teacher will correct any additional work you complete - (make sure to write the question on your answer script, so the teacher will know what question s/he is correcting.)

· Try to answer questions on areas you feel you are weak on – don’t choose the ‘easy’ questions only. You learn more from choosing something that offers a challenge. Time yourself when answering. Try to stay within the allocated time or a little over. Ask your teacher (politely) to correct any extra work you complete.

Drama: 

Know the play you have studied in class. Be familiar with the story. Watch a DVD/Video of it. Read the play and use the notes in the book to help you. Know the characters and what they say and do. It is good to memorise some quotations from the play. Write an answer from the Drama Section in your examination papers, for your teacher to correct. Some Revision Topics: 

a. Write a paragraph on the character of Romeo in ‘Romeo and Juliet’.

b. Write a paragraph on the character of Juliet in ‘Rome and Juliet’.

c. Write a paragraph on one of the main characters in the play you have studied for your Junior Cert. 

d. What are the main themes in the play you have studied for Junior Cert.? Write a paragraph on each one.

Poetry

· Be familiar with a number of different poems. Read them often. Know the author and the names of the poems. Learn them by heart or at least be able to quote some portion of the poems. Learn what the main message of each poem is. Be able to write about poetic techniques such as imagery, language, simile, metaphor etc. and be able to give examples of these as they are used in the poems. At Higher Course level it is a good idea to know two poems or more by the same author. Write an answer from the Poetry Section in your examination papers, for your teacher to correct. Some Revision Topics:

1. Select a poem you have studied which deals with either war OR peace.

a. What does the poet say about wither war OR peace in the poem?

Support your answer by reference to the poem. 

b. What effect did this poem have on you?

Explain your answer with reference to the poem. 

2.  “All poetry is deeply personal.” Choose a poem you have studied which reveals deeply held personal views or feelings. Show how the poet presents these views or feelings and the poetic techniques used.

Novel/Short Story

· Re-read the novel(s) and/or short stories that you might use for answering on the day of the examination. You may use the novel(s) or short stories you used in class or ANY novel or short story of your choice and that you are familiar with. Know the title of the novel/short story you might use and the author’s name. Be able to write about the themes or issues the novel/story deals with. Know the main characters and what they say and do in the novel or short story.  Write an answer from the Novel Section in your examination papers for your teacher to correct. Some Revision Topics:

1. Choose a favourite section from a novel or short story you have studied.

a. Outline the theme of the text you have chosen.

b. As the theme develops why does it interest you? Support you answer with reference to your chosen novel or short story.

2. Choose a novel or short story in which one of the main characters was shown to be very imaginative. Describe this character and explain how the novel/story depicted his/her imaginative nature.

Essays and Personal Writing

· Write an Essay (or many essays!) from Paper 1. Give it (them) to the teacher for correction – make sure to write the title you are using on the page. Be familiar with the types of essays asked. Practice with the different types of essays to find which one(s) suit you. Have a good idea before the day of the examination which essay type you will choose. (This saves time on the day.)

· Read quality newspapers/magazines and watch quality TV and quality films. Have some idea about what is happening in the world. This will leave you more informed generally about local and world events. You will then be more able to discuss and write developed essays. Some Essay Titles for practice:

a. Magical moments from my childhood

b. My secret life as a superhero

c. Things that make me angry

d. Write a composition including the line, “That really was the last straw”.

e. Write a speech for or against the motion, “Mobile phones should be banned in schools.”

f. The rudest person I have ever met. 
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