
Leaving Certificate English


Homework and Revision - Guidance
General 

· Have a copy of the Examination Papers booklet for the relevant level Higher or Ordinary.

· Become familiar with the number of questions and the time allocated for each question on Paper 1 and Paper 2.

· Become familiar with the type of questions asked in each section and the marks allocated for each question. 

· Become familiar with the number of options and the questions which offer choices –remember not all questions may need to be answered.

· Practice questions on areas you feel you are weak on – don’t choose the ‘easy’ questions only. You learn more from choosing something that offers a challenge. Time yourself when answering. Try to stay within the allocated time or a little over. Ask your teacher (politely) to correct any extra work you complete.

Paper 2

· Be very familiar with the Single Text you are using – know the characters, what they say and do. Be familiar with the themes of the chosen text – the main message –the central idea – the moral of the story etc. It is good to learn off some suitable quotations from drama particularly, to use in the examination. Develop your own personal opinions on the text – its themes and characters. Don’t rely on other people’s notes. Write an answer for your teacher to correct e.g. 

a. Describe the main events in the play ‘King Lear’ (or use the Single text you are choosing to answer on).

b. Why, in your opinion, are these important events (in part a)?  

c. Outline the main themes in the play ‘King Lear’ (or in the Single Text you are using). 

d. Describe the main characters and what their role is in ‘King Lear’ (or in the Single Text you are using.

· Read the novels and/or plays you are using in the Comparative Section. Watching films of these texts can be helpful but does not replace your reading of them. Become familiar with the characters – what they say and what they do. Be aware of the main messages (themes) of the texts. Again develop your own personal opinions on these texts – their themes and characters. Don’t rely on other people’s notes.  It is always good to be able to quote some relevant lines from a play, novel or film. Write an answer for your teacher to correct e.g. 

a. Write a review of the Novels/Plays and/or Film you are using for the comparative texts. This review should include your personal response to the text. (i.e. do not only describe the events in the text.)

b. Choose three ‘Key Moments’ from each of the texts you are using and explain why you consider them to be important episodes in the text.

c. Compare two Key Moments you have selected above from two different texts and compare them from the point of view of Character, Theme and Plot.

· Revise all your poetry and become familiar with it. Use the poetry textbook - it is an excellent source for notes and ideas. Do not study poetry only on the basis of what was asked last year or in previous years. Develop your own personal opinions on these poems. Don’t rely on other people’s notes. At Higher Level be very familiar with the work of at least FIVE poets. At Ordinary level be familiar with all the poems on the course. Again you may write an answer on a question taken from the relevant Examination Paper and present this to the teacher for correction. Write the question out for the teacher on your answer script. There follows some further revision questions below: e.g.

a. Higher Course: Write an introduction to the poetry of ‘………………..’ – (Use any one of the five/six poets you have studied at Higher Course level for answering this question).

b. Higher Course: Describe what you like about the poetry of ‘……………...’ –(Use one of the poets you have studied at Higher Course Level).

c. Ordinary Level: Choose any one poem from your course and write one    paragraph on its theme and one paragraph on its tone. You may repeat this question for any poem on the course. 

d. Ordinary Level:  Choose three effective (good) images from one of your    chosen poems and say, in each case, what makes the image good or   effective. You may repeat this question for any poem on the course.

Paper 1

· Write an Essay (or many essays!) from Paper 1 (some examples below). Give it (them) to the teacher for correction. Make sure to write the title you are using on the page. Be familiar with the types of essays asked. Practice with the different types of essays to find which one(s) suit you. Have a good idea before the day of the exam which essay type you will opt for. (This saves time on the day) e.g. 

a. ‘Write an article (serious and/or light-hearted) for a school magazine about your experience of school over the last number of years.’

b.  ‘Write a short story in which the central character is faced with making an important decision.’

c.  ’Write a personal essay on the topic of daydreams.’

d.  Write an opinion piece for a popular magazine entitled, “Indecision – my own and other people’s”.

· Read articles in newspapers/magazines and watch informative TV programmes and quality films (hard to find!). Have some idea of what is happening in the world. Be able to write about and discuss some important issues such as: Global Warming, Unemployment, Wars, World Economy, Drug Abuse, Drug Policing and Trafficking, Poverty, The Third World, Natural Disasters etc. This will leave you better informed generally about local and world events. You will then be better equipped to write more informed and developed essays.

Some of the following Internet sites have notes on the Leaving Certificate English Course along with some revision exercises. You are encouraged to use them:

· www.scoilnet.ie/TeachersSecondLevel.aspx 

· www.skoool.ie/
· www.owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/682/01/
· www.bbc.co.uk/learning/
· www.guardian.co.uk/education
· www.rsc.org.uk/whatson/9550.aspx
· www.independent.ie  (look up ‘education’)
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